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To the Reyerend the 


LE RG 


47; Of the DEAN RERIES of 1 
e EVELL, 


(To whom this Diſcourſe was deliver'd j $4; & 
As ALSO 


10 the Reſt of the ler 


OF 
The County of Survey. 


Reverend Sirs, 


HE Honour you have done me 
in appointing me to Repreſent 
and Serve you in Convocation, 1s fo 
freſh in my mind, that I cannot deny 
myſelf the SatisfaFion of expreſſing 
my Grateful Reſentments of it on this 
Publick Occaſion. Which I look up- 
on as ſome ſort of Recompence for wy 
real mortification of oppearing 1 
Print. 
Not that I would be — Se to 
be either Aſbam d or Afraid of de. 
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claring to 78 world the ſenſe I have 


of fo Fundamental a Point of our Com 


mon Chriftianity as I have here under- 
taken to vindicate; could I bring my- 


ſelf to entertain an opinion of the Per- 


formance itſelf in any degree anſwer- 
able to that which my Reverend and 


Candid Audience were (1 fear) too in- 
dulgently pleas d to Fayour it with. 

But it ought to be preſum'd, that it was 
the De/ign, not the Merit of the Com- 


poſition that engag'd their approbation . 


of it. 


However ſuch as it is, it is with 
Great. Reſpect preſented: to your . 


ceptance; with "this farther aſſurante, 
that no Proper occaſion, how diſagree- 
able ſoever to myſelf in other reſpects, 


can at any time eſcape me, of W 


with wane EE | 
i | £ 
| 1 am | ot 95ifie%s no 
Buckland your moſt obliged 
Jane 2517 35. moſt Affectionate 


=: 18 Brother and Servant 
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MRR 16. Part of the 16". y. 
-—— He that Beheveth' not ſhall be 
damn d | 
E E Authority of the Books of Reve- 
KS {ation having been often proy'd be- 
yond all reaſonable Contradiction, one 
- would Hope that the Dezſts and In- 
fidels of the Age (for it is too viſible that ſuch 
there are) ſhould be brought at leaſt to doubt of 
the ſolidity of their Scheme, and of courſe to 
lay to Heart the ſad and laſting Conſequences of it 
in caſe it ſhould in the end fail and diſappoint 
them, which, whatever they may fondly Hope, 
it is impoſſible for them to Prove it will nor. 
And ſure the bare Poſſibility of this might in- 
cline them to conſider, before it is too late, whe- 
ther the one, or the other, opinion be the more 
| Safe and Eligible. This one would reaſonably ex- 
pet from them upon Suppoſition that the Pro- 
babilities on each fide were Equal only. And this 
indeed they ſeem in ſome meaſure to be ſenſible 
of, and accordingly Fortiſe themſelves againſt 
any danger that may attend their Infidelity by 
ſuggeſting that be the iſſue of the Diſpute what 
it will, it is not poſſible they ſhould Suffer, much 
leſſe without End or meaſure, on account of an 
opinion which it is not in their Power to * 
| A This 


EE 
This is a way of ws Ke Jp which they ſeem to 
be particularly fond of, and which therefore, for 
fear of doing it the leaſt Injuſt:ce, I ſhall chuſe 
to give you in their own expreſſe words. Faith 
«({ay's a late Author) conſider d in itſelf, can 


c neither be a Virtue, or a Vice; becauſe men 


© can no otherwiſe Believe, than as things ap- 
« fear to them. —— And again, © what can be 
“more abſurd than to imagine, that God will 
ce ſhew his Favour to one for Believing what he 
ce could not but Believe, and his Diſpleaſure to ano- 


« ther for not Belieying what be could not Believe? 
Nou this being a Principle on which they ſeem 


to rely with no common degree of Aſſurance, 1 
ſhall take the liberty to conſider it in what fol- 
lows, as fully as my Time and the compaſſe of a 


Diſcourſe of this Nature will admit. In the far- 


ther proſecution of which deſign, I ſhall 


Firſt, In very few words ſtate the Propoſition 


of my Text; He that Believeth not ſhall be 


damn d. And then 


Secondly, Endeavour to detect the 1Weabneſs of 
that Pretence by which our modern Infidels 


hope, in the laſt reſort, to avoid the Force 


of ſo ſtrong and ſolemn a denunciation, 


Firſt, Then T am in few words to ſtate the 


Propoſition of my Text: He that believeth not 


Hall be damn d. 


| Now theſe/words, being in their original of 
no doubtful or ambiguous ſignification, will be beſt 
à See Chriſtianity as old as the Creation. 8yo. p. 44. 
| | un- 
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7 underſtood by looking back to the particular oc- 
caſſion of them: than which a more ſolemn or im- 
portant one cannot well be imagin d. For in the 
foregoing verſe our Bleſſed Saviour had given 
Commiſſion to his Apoſtles to go forth and pro- 
pole his Covenant of Peace, the glad tidings of 
ſalvation to the world: Go ye into all the world, 
and Preach the Goſpel to every. creature. The Im- 
portance of which errand he proceeds to aſſure . 
them in the verſe of my Text was no leſs in the 
Iſſue of it, than the everlaſting Happineſs or Per- 
dition of every Perſon to whom it ſhould be pro- 
pos d: He that Believeth and is Baptià d fhall be 
Javed; but He that Believeth not ſhall be damn d. 
Or in other words, ( for ſo our Bleſſed Lord is 
elſewhere pleas d to declare himſelf upon the Point) 
* the word that I have ſpoken,the ſame ſhall Judge him 
in the laſt day. - 
May the Fine Genzus who diſdains to Think 
in the common road, and the Rigid Infidel who in- 
ſiſts upon the liberty of dz believing what he pleaſes, 
be in time awaken'd by the awfull monition of ſo 
tremendous an oracle! And that this is no 
unreaſonable expectation in the nature of the 
Thing itſelf, will 1 hope appear, when 1 have 
endeavour d 9 2 
Secondly, To detect the Weakneſs of that Pre- 
tence by which our modern Infidels hope, in the 
laſt reſort, to avoid the Force of ſo ſtrong and 
ſolemn a denunciation. | 15 
The Pretence then, and which ſeems to be 
triumph'd in as a Principle not to be diſputed, 
is clearly this; © that no man can Believe what 
| _ @ Joh, 12.48. 


« þe 


FE 


« he Pleaſer, or any farther than he ſees good 


«Grounds for his Belief; and of Conſequence He 


ce who Believes not ſhall not be liable to Puniſh- 
&« ment upon that account: foraſmuch as no one 
ce ſhall be Puniſh'd for what he cannot Help. This 


I take to be the full force of the Argument; 


which is in truth a moſt egregious _ as well 
as a bold Attempt apon the common ſenſe and 


« underſtanding of Mankind. It is taking a mean 
advantage of common underſtandings, how fami- 


liar ſoever in the writings of ſuch men as by cun- 
ning craftineſs lie in wait to decerve, to diſguiſe the 
Truth by arguing from a known and allom d 


maxim in ſome certain limited ſenſe, but at the 
ſame time applying it in a latitude it was never 


meant in. Which is the very caſe now before 
us. That no man ſhall be Puniſh d for what he can- 
not Help, is in ſome ſenſe not only an Innocent 
Aſſertion, but a very Juſt and Equitable meaſure 


of Right Reaſon; and what therefore no body 


in his wits will deny. Upon which account it 


is pitch d upon as a proper medium to convey the 
Poyſon in this caſe to ordinary underſtandings, 
1. e. (as they well know) to the bulk of Mankind. 


But in the name of Truth, who ever applied this 
maxim to the caſe of a voluntary and wilful Inca- 
pacity? A natural Incapacity is one thing, and 


an Incapacity contracted thro Humour or Habit 
is another. For whatever neceſſity may be laid 


upon us by the latter is all of our own growth, and 


was voluntary in it's beginning: whereas that Ne- 


ceſſity which Excuſes muſt be founded in Things, 
and is therefore Involuntary. In the ene Caſe, 
what cannot now be Help d, might have been 

. Help d 


2 80882 88280 25 


+ -@, 


a | EF] 
3 Help'd, what we cannot nom ſee, we might have 
; ſeen: whereas in the other ev n liberty of choice is 
excluded, and where there is no chozce, there will 
be no account, This in general --- But in order to 
unravel any thing that may be ſuppos'd to re- 
main of Intricacy in this Argument, I ſhall now 
-proceed to reſolye it into it's firſt Principles, and 
conſider r- and diſtinctly the ſeveral Parts 
or Branches of which it is compos d. Which are 
plainly theſe two: Ne: 

I. That we cannot Believe what we Pleaſe, or any 
farther than the Motives of Credibility induce and 
warrant us. ff | 

II. That we cannot be anſwerable to the Fuſtuce of 
God for not Believing, where fuch Motzves are in 
truth wanting to induce our Belief, The 

Firſt is, That we cannot Believe what we Pleaſe, 
or any farther than the Motzves of Credibility in- 
duce and warrant us. 

And this in General is certainly true: but to 
make it of any Conſequence in the preſent diſpute, 
it muſt be ſappot d that the matter preſented to 

our underſtandings has in all reſpects receiv d a 
fair and impartial Hearing ; that the Circum- 
ſtances of Credibility have been fully weigh d 
and conſider d; and that no Paſſion, Vice, or Pre- 
judice has been ſuffer d to mix in the debate, 
or to give an undue Bzaſs to the mind. And 
in things of a divine Conſideration in particular, 
that we have not been unmindful to apply our- 
ſelves in a manner becoming our weak and fal- 
lible Nature, to Him whoſe wiſdom is Infinite, for 
his Conduct and Direction in our Reſolves about 


them, For other wiſe, where any or all,of theſe pre- 
cau- 
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cautions have by Negligence or Defjpn been fatally 1 , 
omitted, this boaſted Maxim may in Fact become 


ſo utterly Reversd, that a man ſhall be brought 5 


to Believe nothing but what he pleaſes. This, I 5p 


preſume, is too well underſtood to be denied by 
any one. For otherwiſe it could never happen 
that the ſame Propoſitzon, grounded upon he ſam 70 
Motives of Credibility, ſhould be finally Afrmd 


and Denied by different Perſons, their Capacities 


Judging being ſuppos'd Equal. Which the Gen- 
tlemen 1 have to do with are ſo well appriz d of, 
that they can upon occaſſon ſuppoſe that other Mo- 
tives than thoſe of Credibility may have diſpos d 
men to adhere to the Scheme of Revelation. That, 
they modeſtly ſuggeſt, is too Gainful a deluſion 
to be eaſily parted with; and the Paſſzons and 
Intereſts of men that differ from them are can- 
didly preſum'd to influence their Belief. © 

So that it is on all hands allow d, that the mo- 
river of Credibility are not the only inducements 
that do in Fact and Experience determine mens opi- 
nion as to the Truth or Falſhood of any Propo- 
ſition that is preſented to them. And I muſt ob- 
jer ve, that tho Intereſt or ſelf- advantage has in- 
deed too general an influence in the world, to be 


con/in d to any one Set or Party of men, it is how- 
ever but a ſingle motive among many, that are 
Known to govern and corrupt the Judgment in 


matters of this nature. Give me leave to inſiſt 


a little on ſome of the more Common and Pawerful 
of them as I go along. : 


Such are Prejudice, Eaſe, Pride, Envy, Wilful- 
neſs and Contention. 


a Chriſtianity &c. p.277. 282. 283. &c. 


Firſt 
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EY J- 
for Prejudice: And to what Cauſe but 
this, can we aſcribe the Inſtances we dayly ſee of 
mens being totally Blind to their own, or to the 
palpable Faults. and miſcarriages of thoſe they 
Love, whilſt they are but zoo eaſily perſwaded 


of the lite, tho but Imaginary Blemiſhes in others > 


5 
* 
bet 
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And of all Prejudices, thoſe which have been at 
any time taken up in the buſineſs of Religion have, 
we know, been ever with the greateſt difficulty 
* remoyd. Whether the Reproach of being 
thought miſt aten in a matter of that ſerious and 
important Concernment; or of having too haſtily 
: eſpous d thoſe opinions which relate to our only 
Great and Laſting Intereſt; or whatever elſe 
the motive be, the Fat itſelf is viſible and noto- 
rious: and oftentimes too to that degree, that 
men ſhallnot apprehend the force of the ſtrongeſt 
Argument againſt their preconceiv d Principles, 
when at the ſame time the mereſt Shadow of a 
Pretence in favour of them ſhall paſs for Demon 
| rater. - 


And I cannot help obſerving upon this To- 


pick a very d:/ing?mous Practice of which the men 
I am at preſent concern d with have been too 
: notoriouſly Guilty in their late Induſtrious At- 
| tacks upon the Chriſtian Revelation; and parti- 


cularly with regard to that very argument we 


are now conſidering : namely, that the Argu- 


ments they produce, tho never ſo ffale, and ne- 
ver ſo fully Anſwer d in oppoſition to Socinianc, 
or other enemies of our Faith, are offer d anew to 
the world, without any notice taken of the moſt 


Probable Solutions that have been given of them, 


or ſo much as owning that they have ever ſeen 
| or 


3 
or heard of any thing that can in the leaſt be 
ſuppos d to impeach the credit of them. Which pa 


. 
9 
4 

Ta 


I chuſe rather to impute to Blindneſs and Preju- Or 


dice than to downright Craft and Impaſture: and ſel 
the rather becauſe one manifeſtly diſcoyers ſuch” 
ftrong Symptoms of the ſame diſorder in other an 


parts of their Performances, ef] cially where the Ye: 


words © Church, Prieſt, Eſtabliſhment, or the like, ca. 
happen to occur. In which caſe they are ſo far E 
from being able to diſſemble their Prejudice, that . 
they cannot even mention them, I do not ſay with y 
Good Manners, but with Common Decency, . 

Secondly, A love of Eaſe or ſecurity in their "ſh; 
Enjoyments may too poſſibly influence the opi- b 
nions of men in matters of this nature. And it th 
is little doubted but that it is owing to this ten- is 
derneſs or affection for their Leſs, that men 
have flatter d themſelves in every Age, ſome in- þ/; 
to a disbelief of Eternal Torments; others of a m 
Particular Providence; and others, laſtly, even of m. 
a God. TY. +40. By 

Nor is it impoſſible that the ſame indulgent of 
Principle may have led ſome at leaft of our mo- nc 
dern Sophiſts to aſſert the Innacency, as well as th 


Safety, of their Infidelity: which yet upon the to 


footing of a Divine Revelation (the truth of which 1 
they can never diſprove) amounts to nothing leſs, ſe 


_ eſpecially if we take in their uncommon Zeal to ly 
advance and propagate it, than the daring fin of 3 


Fighting againſt God. But alas! as ſome Philoſo- Yay 
phers of old, reſolving never to be controul'd 2 
in their enjoyments, found it neceſſary to disbe- }} 
lieve a ſtate of Torments ; ſo it is but too natu- Ito 
4 Chriſtianity &c. p. 289, 94. 279. 280. &c. 1 
ra 


Je: 


Thing propos d is not the only motive 
ſhare in forming their Bale For be an Efta- 
bliſbment never ſo cruel or tyrannical a thing in 
the nature of it, no one will ſay that the Doctrine 
is the leſs Credible for being eſtabliſh d. 


[ 9 ] 


4 Sal for ſuch as have once render'd themſelves in- 
bl 4 Tapable of any advantage from Chriſtianity, at 


a 


once to caſt off its doctrines and ſo rid them- 


| ſelves in ſome ſort of the Inconveniences of it too. 


* Thirdly, Pride is another enemy to the freedom 
and impartiality of our Enquiries ; and often 
Beads men to prefer Principles of a Rare and Un- 


common to thoſe of a Current and Eſtabliſh d ſtamp. 


Eſtabliſb d Principles are the things of all the 

world that ſome among us are moſt averſe to; 

which plainly ſhews that the Credibilit ey of the 
a 


t hasa 


Pride, or ſelf-conceit, is certainly one of the 


blindeſt and moſt unrea ſonable Paſſions that the 
mind of man is ſubject to; and therefore the 
moſt unfit to mix itſelf with our enquiries after 
Truth: for which reaſon the Apoſtle, ſpeaking 
of ſome in his days, who were remarkable for 
nothing more than an extravagant opinion of 
their own ſuperior Momiege (from whence they 
took their name) remarks of them that they were 
Proud, Knowing nothing. The foundation of which 
ſevere Cenſure we have in the words immediate- 
ly preceding it, namely, their not Conſenting to whole- 


ome words, even the words of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
and to the doffrine which is according to ae, 


but teaching otherwiſe. 


| Fourthly, Envy is another Paſſion that is too apt 


to have a ſhare in forming and giving an * to 


4 1 Tim. 6.4. 
B our 
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kind, and the moſt Perfect Pattern of all Good- | 


ſay they among themſelevs, hom ye prevail nothing ? | 


good degree of Reputation, as enemies of the Pub- t! 
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our opinions. It was upon this Principle that e 
Chriſt himſelf, the moſt generous Benefattor to man- 4 
neſs, was deliver'd to Death as an infamous Ma- 3 

lefactor. The Credit he had with the People after 7. 
the raiſing of Lazarus from the dead, put the w 
Phariſees upon that deſperate Expedient to rid 


73 ac 
themſelves of him at all adventures Perceive ye, 


le 
behold the world is gone after im, And therefore 
ſome other ſudden courſe was to be taken with 
him. Th:s it was which moyd the Jews of An- 
tioch to ſpeak againſt thoſe things which were ſpoken © 
by Paul, Cuntradicting and Blaſpheming. This it was m 
which mov d the unbelieving Jews at Theſialonica | F 
to raiſe the City, and ſet upon the Houſe in of 
which Paul and Silas were, in order to expoſe £ 
them to the People, with whom they ſtood in a 1 


lick Peace. | 3-4; þ 

And how is it poſſible indeed that Envy, that t. 
utter enemy to the Peace and repoſe of the mind, 6 
ſhould, if once admitted, ſuffer it to enjoy ſuch ? 7 


a ſtate of Tranquility as is neceſſary to the form- 


ing of Fuſt and Generous Sentiment: upon any | f 
Subject? Or, how ſhould that which ever Grieves i 
and Repines at the ſucceſs of others, entertain a t 
favourable Thought of thoſe Principles which are 
receiv d with approbation and applauſe, tho never 
ſo Juſtly, by what it calls the deluded and un- 
thinking Many? ES A 
 "Fifthly, A Fifth Inſtrument of Error and de- 
luſion in the Underſtanding, is a ſtubborn or 
4 Joh 12. 17.18.19. b Acts 13.45. e Acts 17.7. 
e per- 


1 [ 11 ] 

it pertinacious wilfulneſi in the mind, an obſtinate 
gaabering to an opinzon which it has once, tho ne- 
er ſo wrongfully eſpous d: a Temper, which 
2 


r Teachableneſs of Spirit which is requir'd in thoſe 


#3) 
a= | 
* 

| 


ſtands in direct oppoſitzon to that Humility and 


e who come prepar'd as they ought to be for the 


d admiſſion of Trath. To this it is that our Bleſ- 


e, ſed Lord in the 5h. of St. John imputes the Infide- 
'? Þ lity of thoſe Fews to whom he is there addreſſing 
e > himſelf; for having in the 38%. verſe, upbraided 
h them for their Unbelief, and referr'd them in 
the next words to their own Scriptures for a proof 
2 of his Miſſion, he adds v. 30. ye will not come to 
Ss me that ye might have Life. And certain it is in 
a Fact that wilfulneſe or obſtinacy in opinion has 
n 3 oftentimes more Influence upon our Belief than 
E ! Reaſon has. Witneſs the many Fereſies that have 
a | infeſted the Church of Chriſt in all Ages of it; 
there being no compleat formal Hereſy without it. 
A demonſtrative proof (if any thing can be ſo) 
t that it is no nem thing at leaſt for Poſtiveneſa and 
» Otdiniatrety to uſurp the ſeat and direction of 
1] Reaſon. The | 

- Laſt thing mention d by which the mind is 
frequently perverted in its enquiries after Truth, 
is a Spirit of Mrangling and Contention : ſome of 
the Fruits of which were thoſe perverſe azſputings 
of which we have frequent complaint in the In- 
* i ſpired writingt. Where we read of ſome that were 


« doting about Queſtions and Strifes of words ; and 

of perverſe 471 . of men of corrupt minds, deſti- 

tute of the Truth; * of Philoſophy. and vain deceit , 
of Prophane and vain bablings, and oppoſitions of 

=P 1 Tim. 6.4.5. 20. b Col.2.8. 3 Tim. 6. 20.21. 
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Srience falſly ſo call d, which ſome profeſſing err d . 
concerning the Faith; and the like. u 
And if ever the Spirit of vain Philoſophy and di 


Deceit was for the Sins of men let looſe upon the A 


world, it ſeems to have been in 2hzs licentious af 
(or to ſay all that's Bad in one word, as it has of m 
late been usd amongſt us, Free-thinking ) Age: 
when ev'ry Article of our Faith is not only di- a 
puted, but under a pretence of fair diſputation, it 
impudently mock d, ridiculed, and viliſied — I pray 0 
God it be not laid to our Charge. . J 
Having thus far conſider d ſome of the ſeveral 2? n 
motives that are too apt to influence and give a a 
Biaſs to mens opinions, I muſt add, that where 


u 
theſe, or ſuch like, Paſſions have been long in- b 


dulg d, or too fondly entertain d, it muſt not be won- r 
der d at, if God himſelf is pleas d in the end to 
join in the Deluſion, ſo far at leaſt as to give them 


made, and which for that reaſon only they have 
ſo naturally but unreaſonably cheriſh d. 

All which being fairly and impartially conſi- 
der d, the Propoſition now before us muſt be 
ownd to be in a good meaſure Qualiſied; ſo that 
when it is ſaid, we cannot Believe what we _ 
and any thing's rejected as Incredible upon that 
account, all the neceſſary Condetions of Fuders 
freely and diſpaſſionately are ſuppos d to have been 
obſerv'd: whereas for one that disbelie ves a thing 
for want of motive of Credibility to induce his Aſ- 
ſent, it's more than puſſible an hundred may be de- 
termin d by other conſiderations. - For which rea- 
{on it ſeems but neceſſary to diſtinguiſh in what 
ſenſe the Truth of the Propoſition is to be admit- 
ted. 1 5 Now 


0 

C 

up to Believe and Love the Lye themſelves have f 
1 

c 

\ 


"41% Now it is ſtt:#ly and Philoſophically true of Be- 
lief in general, that the Laws of Reaſoning being 
id duly and punctually obſerv'd, a man cannot but 
1e Aſſent to the truth of a Propofition as far as it 
us appears Credible ; and ? contra. And we muſt ad- 
of mit that Faith, in this ſenſe of it, as it is a ſperu- 
2: |; datve Adt of the mind can neither be a Virtue not 
a ice, becauſe it is not in our Power to withbold 
n, it. But in the moral ſenſe of it, as a Practical Act 
ef the will, in which ſenſe alone it is entitled to 
the Rewards of the Goſpel, (as has been often and 
well obſerv'd) it implies ſuch a diſpoſition of mind 
a as inclines us to entertain, whatever upon enquiry 
e we ſhall find to be Reveal d by God. "Tis not a 
bare Beef, but a Belief founded in a diſpoſition to 
receive the will of God, as ſuth, a Believing with all 
our Heart that muſt entitle us to the privileges 
of the Goſpel. Inſomuch that were it poſſible 
for us to Believe without ſuch a diſpolition, our 
Faith were vain, we were yet in our fins. It is not 
enough to ſatisfy the demands of the Goſpel that: 
we obey, but we muſt obey from the Heart that form 
of doctrine which was deliver d to us. Rom.6.17. 
Let us then no more be told by Infiaels that 
it is not in their Power to Believe, (meaning Be- 
lief in the metaphyſcal abſtracted ſenſe of it;) but 
let them ſay, whether it is in their Power to di- 
poſe their minds to rettive what they ſhall find to 
be the will of Goa, of no. Do they find in them- 
ſelves an Inclination to be as Mectually con int d 
of the Truth of Things upon the bare word and 
Promiſe of God, as upon any other the cleareſt evi 
dence in the world > which ſeems to be that pe- 
culiar frame or temper of mind which they that 
£1; | are 
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are accompliſh d with are ſaid in Scripture to be 
el en eig Ge ν,,ÜEᷣ Oed, Fit, or Prepar d. or Diſpos d 
for the Kingdom of God: and nraywui, Diſpos 4 4 
in a Readineſs for eternal Life. This is conde- 
ſcending from the heights of Metaphyſicks to Com- |! 
mon Life; and when they have anſwer d this 
plain Queſtion, we ſhall ſoon come to the bot- 7 
tom of this buſineſs. 0 
Indeed matters of Faith, which are the Concern il th 
of all, ought to be treated of in ſuch a manner as 
to be underſtood of all, and to be applicable to the 
Caſe of every Chriſtian. The mot illiterate Pea- | 


I 
rv 
ſant has a Soul tobe ſaved, as well as the moſt acute | y 


abſtracted Reaſoner. 
Let them then be ſo Juſt as to underſtand Be- || fi 
lief in the Moral Evangelical Senſe of it, not as a © 


bare aſſent of the underſtanding, but as it ſignifies a 


good Diſpoſition of mind to receive the will of God ; t! 
and then tell us, / ſuch a diſpoſition of mind in 
their Power, or it it not? If — a Diſpoſition be 
in their Power, then is it in their Power te Be- 


lieve in a Goſpel Senſe; but if ſuch a diſpoſition || * 
be not in their Power, they are no longer to be 


£( 
treated with as Rational Apents, and ſo no won- | 4 
der that they neither do, nor can, Believe. If men 
cannot bring with them a fair Diſpoſition to be || © 
Convinc'd on which fide ſoever the Truth ſhall |} ! 
appear to lie, it is in vain to talk or Reaſon with |} ? 
them. An Angel from Heaven, or even God bin- 5 


ſelß, in this caſe ſpeaketh into the air. 


But we muſt expect to be told, chat it is not 
for want of an Honeſt Diſpoſtion to be Convinc a, 
that it is not in-the Power of theſe men to Be- 
lieye, but for want of proper motives of Credibility 

to 


s „ 
to win their Aſſent. But upon the Suppoſition of 
the Divine Inſpiration and Authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, which the Church of Chriſt is in Poſſeſ- 
on of; and which they themſelves will never be 
able to diſprove, it is in yain to talk of the want 
f Evidence in this matter. Foraſmuch as God is 
Z Truth, and our Vnderſtandings as well as Wills 
owe a natural Homage and Submiſhon to his Au- 
thority. „ 
* Suppoſe a man commanded to Love God (and 
I can ſee no material diſtinction in this Caſe be- 
tween the Love of God and a Belief of him; 
* ſhould reply, My Afetions are not at my Command, 
I muſt Love what I can: will any one ſay that 
ſuch an one is at once abſolved from all obligations 
to the Love of God? | 
We who have the Honour to miniſter in Holy 
things, have been ſometimes told, © that a Per- 
„ ſon we have been concern d with cannot Forgive, 
7 it is not in his Power to Forgive; he has endea- 
1 *<vourd all he can to molliſie his Reſentments, but 
Kall in vain; the Injury is too keen and affect- 
7 ing to be Forgotten, much more to be Excur d. 
And what does all this amount to, but that his 
Luſts and Paſſions have ſo far Poſſeſs d and got 
the Aſcendent over him, that it is not in his 
Power to be a Chriſtian? This it muſt be own'd 
is a Pitiable, but at the ſame time a very Dange- 
rous State, and too certainly proceeds from ſtrong 
Paſſions and a weak Faith. 3 4 
The Truth is, let a Propoſition never ſo credible, 
an Object never ſo enchanting, or a Duty never ſo 
reaſonable, be propos d to a man's choice, yet if 
his "Underſtanding be not Purg d from Prefudice, 
; : and 
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with theſe men, that amounts to a ſtrong Preſum- 


common credit of them both. And now let them- 
| ſelves Judge whether here be not an appearance at 


| Ln} 

and his Vill from Perverſeneſs, he continues deaf 
zo the voice of the Charmer, and is equally incapable 
both of Conviction and of Perſuaſion. £4 

But ſtill it will be ſaid, that in this way of 
talking, we take a thing for Granted which ought ic 
to be Prov d and which it is impoſſible we ſhould un 
Know to be true. If the Infidelity of our Adver- wl 
ſaries were really owing to ſome lurking Vice or on 
Paſſion in the Heart, yet could not we, the Ob- 
jettors, See or Know that it was ſo. In anſwer 
to which, I would obſerve, that if things in them- | 
ſelygs equally Incredible find ready entertainment 


ption (and Know it, it ſeems, we cannot) that ſome 
ſecret Prejudice or Paſſion lies in the way of the 
one, which has no place or influence in the other, 
What elſe ſhould give the preference to either of 
two things equally Incredible? And yet ſuch Caſes 
there are as many as are the receiy d Books of an- 
cient Story, or as are the yet und:ſcover d whnders 
of Natural Appearances. All which are Beliey d 
without any Heſitation, whilft Revelation alone. 
tho not more Vnaccountable than the one, and 
much better Atteſted than the other, is denied the 


leaſt of the utmoſt Blindneſs and Partiality. 

But however that be, we may all be aſſured, 
that an unfeignd Aſſent to every thing that is 
Revealed by God, is ſo neceſſary and Indiſpenſable 
a duty, that ho Pretence, however plauſible, can in 
any wiſe be admitted in excuſe of the Neglect of it. 
It cannot at any rate be allowable in us, vain and 
dependent Creatures as we are, to preſume i 

rn | with- 
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Bo 


Nvichdraw our underſtandings from the obedience 


Jof Him, to whom we owe our very ſelves, and 
Ewho will content himſelf only with the ſervice, 


of the whole man; which (according to the Soci- 
niant themſelves) conſiſts in a reſignation of our 


$ underſtandings as well as wills and affectiont. And 


what is this but ſound unaffected Senſe founded 


on the Law of our Creation? For 


As for that bold Aſſertion, © that to ſuppoſe 


God requires us to give up our underſtandings 


ec to any, (it muſt mean even his own, Authority) 
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«is to ſuppoſe he requires Impoſſebilities*: it can 


hardly deſerve a ſerious anſwer. For nothing 


amounts to an Impoſſibility whoſe Contrary does 
not imply a Contradiction. But is it a Contradiftion 
for a man to Believe his Reaſon, and at the ſame 
time to Believe upon Authority ? Are Reaſon and 
Authority things abſolutely Contradictory in the 
nature of them? Is there no ſuch thing con- 
ceivable as a Reaſonable Authority, an Authority 
founded in and agreeable to Reaſon? One at leaſt 
I will venture to Affirm there 27; I mean, the 


infallible Authority of God himſelf, who can nei- 


ther deceive, nor be deceiv d. And where God 
himſelf is the Reporter as well as the Juage, it is in 
yain to talk of the want of motives to engage our 

Aſſent. As will farther appear | 
Secondly, When we have conſider d the other 
branch of the Argument propos d to be ſpoken 
to, namely, that we cannot be anſwerable to the Ju- 
ice of God for not Believing, where ſuch motzves, 
as we have been ſpeaking of, are in truth want- 

ing to induce our Belief, For 
| 4 Chriſtianity 9 


If 


as reſult from the Nature of the thing 


Aſſent to things Incredible in 


[18 ] 
If by theſe motzues of Credibility are meant ſuch | 
to be Be- 
lier d, the Propoſition is entirely falſe and ground- 
leſs; foraſmuch as God may 77 require our 
mſelves upon the 
ſole credit of his own veracity, which we are ſure 
cannot miſlead us. But if by theſe Motives of cre- n 
dibility are meant ſuch as relate to the Teſtimony 4 
upon which our Aſſent is requir d, the Propoſi- ly, 
tion is True indeed, but what no body in his ft 
Senſes will deny. No man can believe a thing 4 
upon Teſtimony any farther than the Greumſtances „. 
of Credubulity which attend it induce his Belief. , 
But is it then ſo hard a matter to Believe the te- 
ftimony which God himſelf is pleas d to give us c 
concerning his own Heav nly and Eternal Truths? cc 
Is the Infallible teſtimony of God himſelf no Rea- y 
ſon for Believing? Im 
And let not this be call d a mere legging of the in 
Queſtion, a taking a thing for Granted which our 
Adverſaries upon their Principles are obliged to 
deny; ſince the Divine Authority of the Books of | 
Scripture is built upon a foundation which all its 
Enemies have never yet, and we truſt too never 
will be able to overthrow. Till this be done, it is ſa 
the higheſt arrogance to ſet up their Reaſon againſt} 1. 
the Authority of Him from whom they receiv d Bi. 
it, and who has an unalienable Right to the ſub- 
miſſion of the whole man. And this being the lin 
Caſe, I ſhall without fear of Reproach upon that I 
account, proceed to take a ſhort, but diſtinct, 
view of this matter from the Books of Revela. 4 
tion themſelves. 2 | 
And here it 1s obſer vable, that the neceſſi yo ol! N 


19 |] 
Ja Chriſtian Faiz, in order to Salvation, and the 
Damnation of ſuch too as refuſe to Believe, do 
not depend upon a /ngle Teſtimony of Scripture 
ir only, but are contain d either virtually or eæpli- 
le citely in almoſt numberleſ: Authorities of the New 
re Teſtament. Not only the verſe of my Text is 
e moſt expreſs to this purpoſe, He that Believeth 
and is Baptizʒ d fhall be ſaved, hut he that Believeth 
li- not ſhall be damn d; but our Lord in St. John aſ- 
115 ſures us that * He that Believeih on Him is not Con- 
18 dem d, but he that Believeth not is Condemn d al- 
65 ready, becauſe he has not Beltev d on the name of the 
ef. only Begotten Son of God. So that Mercy to Be- 
( Levers (as a Great Man obſerves upon the Text) 
us is the principal part of the Chriſtian Covenant, all 
c others being abſolutely excluded. The ſame Truth 
-a- which John the Baptiſt alſo declares upon a re- 
markable occaſion which we have an account of 
the in the ſequel of that chapter ; * He that Believeth 
ur Yor the Son hath everlaſting Life: and he that Be- 
to lieveth not the Son ſhall not ſee Life; but the wrath 
/f God abideth on him. Agreeably to which St. 
its Peter ſpeaking to Cornelius and thoſe that were 
Ver with him in the 10" of the Acts at the 430 verſe, 
t is ſays, To Him (i. e. to Chriſt ) give all the Prophets 
nſt witneſi, that thro his Name whoſoever Believeth in 
vd him ſhall receive remiſſion of Sins. And the ſame 
ub-Z Apoſtle in the 40 chapter of that Book, ſpeak- 
the ing for himſelf before the High Prieſt and the 
hat whole Authority of ra ar tells them that 
ct, f Feſus Chriſt of Nazareth, the ſtone which was ſet at 


LY 
o/ 


ela- nought of the chief men, or maſter-builders a- 
mongſt them, is become the Head of the Corner. Nei- 
0 4 3.18, b v.36. c v.10. 1. 12. | 
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[20 | 
ther (continues he) zs there Salvation in any other: 
for there 1s none other Name under Heaven given 
among men whereby we muſt be ſaved. Pie Revs 

To which laſt Teſtimony of St. Peter, the Au- 
thor already hinted at in many parts of this diſ- 
courſe, has no better Anſwer than this moſt ex- 
traordinary Remark, namely, “ that the Apoſtle 
«at this time tho filld with the Holy Ghoſt, 
« needed a Miracle to open his Underſtanding 
© to comprehend a moſt evident Truth (i. e. at the 
time of his making this declaration he wanted 
Common Senſe, which might have told him what 
was afterwards Reveal d to him) “ namely, that 
« God it no Reſpefter of Perſons : but in every Na- 
&« 2z0n he that feareth him and worketh Righteouſneſs 
4 accepted with him. p.260. — As tho theſe two 
Texts were at utter variance with each other, 
and the Apoſtle in this laſt paſſage had been by 
miracle convinc d of his firſt miſtake in confining 
Salvation to the Name of Feſus. When every 
body ſees that what St. Peter ſays of Perſons of t 
all Nations being accepted by God, is meant of their b 
being acquainted with and admitted to the Privi- Þ 7 
leges of the b . not accepted without, much I ? 
leſs in a ſtate of oppoſition to the Goſpel. Which 1 

is moſt evident not only from ev ry line of that 
very Speech, to which the words he ſo confident- 1 
ly relies on are an Introduction only, and parti- I « 
cularly from the Text before cited, To Him give 
all the Prophets witneſs &c.; but alſo from what ] 
| 
f 


follows in the Concluſion of that ſtory, that * be 
commanded thoſe to whom he had been ſpeaking 
zo be Baptiʒ d in the name of the Lord, But 

a Acts 10.48. | 
From 
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From this ſhrewd Remark it's eaſy to obſerve 


how greatly the world may expect to be Ediſied 
by theſe New Interpreters of Scripture ; and with- 
all with what Honour and Smcerity it is that they 
are treating mankind ; when Groundleſs, and in- 


deed Blaſphemous Banter is us d for Argument, and 


an attempt to impoſe upon them in the groſſeſt 


manner is made to paſs for New Light and ſter- 


ling Demonſtration. But to return: 

And ſurely then it is very clear from theſe fem 
Texts of Holy Scripture, (to which many more 
might be added) what the Senſe of Revelation is 
in this matter. Chriſt is there repreſented as the 
Chief Corner ſtone, *choſen of God and Precious ; to 
whom we alſo coming are as lively ſtones built up a Spi- 
ritual Houſe. Onto them which Believe he is pre- 
crous; but unto them which ſtumble at the word, being 
diſobedient, a ſtone of ſtumbling and a Rock of offence. 
So that * whoſoever ſhall fall upon this Stone i. e. fall 
intq Unbelef on account of any d:ſcouragements 
that may happen to him, ſhall be broken ; it ſhall 


be a ſore bruiſe or wounding to his Soul; but on 


whomſoever It ſhall fall, whoſoever ſhall out of (on- 


tumacy bring it down in vengeance upon him, 16 
ſhall grind him to Pomder. 


True; but then this how clearly ſoever Reveal d, 
is one of thoſe hard Sayings which we muſt not 
expect our Adverſaries will digeſt, but will rather 
by them be turn d to the Prejudice of this part at 
leaſt of the Revelation itſelf ; ſince, as they will 


peremptorily inſiſt, Men can never be Puniſh d for 


what they could not avoid, And by the help of 
#his way of Reaſoning, how ſafe and harmleſs a 


4 1 Pet. 2.4—8. 6 Hammond on Matt, 2 1.44. N 
thing 


3 


thing is Infidelity become? Believe they cannot, 
and what cannot be Help d ſhall not be Puniſh d. 
But N | SIS 
By the ſame rule? of Conſtruction one may un- 
dertake to prove that the greateſt villanies that 
were ever acted in the world, were but innocent 


Amuſements only; it being no new thing for men 


to, Sin themſelves into a neceſſity of Sinning, till 
God himſelf gives them up to vile affettions and a 
reprobate mind. Were the Fews, I would ask, the 
ſafer from Puniſhment becauſe they could not ſee 
the force of our Bleſſed Saviour Doctrine and 
Miracles? Or, did the Noble Samaritan eſcape 
the hand of God's Juſtice, becauſe his Reaſon 
would not ſuffer him to Believe what God had 
peremptorily declared for a Truth? The Story 
is remarkable, as well as appoſite to our preſent 

purpoſe, TO 
_ Whenan the time of a great Famine that raged 
in Samara, the Prophet Eliſha had declared ghat 
the ſtate of that City ſhould be ſo far Revers d 
within the ſhort compaſs of a ſingle day, as that 
a meaſure of fine Flower ſhould be ſold for a Shekel, 
ana two meaſures of Barley for a Shekel, the Noble- 
man no doubt thought it a thing ne? to be cre- 
dited, or in the modern Phraſe, could not Believe it; 
he could not Believe otherwiſe than as the thing ap- 
pear d to his Underſtanding. © Bebold (ſays he) if 
the Lord would make windows in Heaven, might this 
thing be? But was this Plea at all admitted in fa- 
vour of his Infidelity? Was this Pretence at all 
 allowd of in mitigation of his Puniſhment ? So far 
from 1t, that he anſwer'd for his Infidelity, how 
incredible ſoever he had thought the thing to * 
EE with 


[23 | 
with the loſs of hu Life: as we have it related at 
large in the 7* chapter of the 2. B. of Kings. 
And as to the Caſe of the unbelieving Fews, 
that will diſcover to us the wonders of God's 
Juſtice in making the Blmaneſs and Slowneſs of 
mens Hearts to Believe from being their Sin to be- 
come their Puniſhment, * Therefore they could not 
Believe (ſays the Text in St. John) becauſe that E. 
ſaias ſaid, He hath blinded their Eyes and harden d 
their Heart, that they ſhould not ſee with their Eyes, 
nor underſtand with their Heart, and be converted, 
and I ſhould heal them. But, 1 ſay, were that 
unhappy People at all the ſafer from Puniſhment 
upon that account? The Fact itſelf is ſo well 
known to be otherw:ſe, that 1 conceive it altoge- 
ther needleſs to inſiſt upon it. Eſpecially in Such 
an Audience as I am now addreſſing myſelf to. 
To conclude therefore: And I know not how 
4 | more properly to do it, than with declaring my 
it | real and undiſſembled Charity for the Perſons of 
4 
It 


S * 
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thoſe unhappy men, whoſe writings and opinions 
t have of late given but too much occaſion for 
1 [| Diſcourſes of this nature. And God is my mit- 
. | neſs, that my Heart's Deſire and Prayer to God for 
2. | them is, that they might be ſaved; and in order 
„ thereunto, that he would give them Repentance to 
>. | the acknowlegement of the Truth. 3 
fl. God forbid that we ſhould repreſent them to 
4 the world as Devils Incarnate, the Devil's Inſtru- 
mentis, a Set of men who provided they can makethem- 
11 ſelves neceſſary Here, care not who they damn Here- 
after; and then ſay, we cannot Love them; which 
is the uſage our Author has thought fit to give 


4 Chap. 12. v. 39. 40. 


to 
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to Prieſts in General*; (a Few only excepted for 
whom he pretends a more than ordinary Favour.) 
This is treatment, which, as Chriſt:ans, we dare 
not give to the worſt of men. And ſhould we at 
any time be Guilty of it, it were ſurely unreaſon- 
able that our excellent Religion ſhould in any mea- 
6 {ure bear the Scanaal of it. We were in that caſe 
[ too juſtly liable to that ſevere Rebute of our 
| hleſſed Maſter on no very different occaſion ; * ye 
| know not what manner of Spirit ye are of. What 
kind of Principles the Apoſtates from ſo Pure and 
unblameable a Faith, which even Thinketh no evil, 
| act upon, whilſt they openly indulge themſelves 
j in ſuch Unchriſtian Liberties, I leave it to them- 
B | ſelves to enquire; begging of God to Forgive them, 
. thro his powerful and prevailing merit, who even 
| died for them, Praying for his Murderers. 
== Now unto him that 1s able to keep us from falling, 
and to. preſent us faultleſs before the preſence of his 
| Glory with exceeding Foy ; 711 jd 
l To the only wiſe God, our Saviour, be 2 and 
| Majeſty, Dominion and Power, both now and ever. 
| Amen. ITE | 518 
ah, B 2 bg outing r.p.352.1.5.p.386. Pat.r. | 
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